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Mount Sinai Civic Association
Fred Drewes has made his home in Mount Sinai for 47 years. In
1969 he was invited by then president George Friedmann to join the
Civic Association, and was persuaded to serve as president in 1971.
Fred, who co-chaired the Mount Sinai Hamlet Study, has valued his
involvement in civic work over the years. He was active in the fight
to preserve the “Wedge,’ now Heritage Park, and engaged in a “Ride
for a Park” in order to publicize community efforts and raise
money. Currently a volunteer at Heritage Park, he has spearheaded
the Avenue of America and Court of America projects and
continues to be active in the Civic Association.
Fred hopes that his efforts have helped make our hamlet a good
place to raise a family and grow old in, and states, “I’ve done the
former and now working on the latter.”

Lori Baldassare, a resident of Mount Sinai since 1992, began her volunteer
efforts early on serving as the President of the Mount Sinai Civic association from
1995-2003. During her term she served as co-chair of the Mount Sinai Hamlet
Study as well as serving as the legal committee chair for the challenge of the Town’s
decision to build over 1000 homes on the Davis Peach Farm. This effort led to a
settlement that redefined several different housing types that now occupy the 400
acres. When the McGovern Sod Farm went up for sale Lori organized the efforts
to save the parcel known as the Wedge from the threat of a Home Depot on the
site. In 2000, Lori became a founding director and remains as the current
president of the Heritage Trust, a non-profit organization that was instrumental in
the creation and ongoing maintenance of Heritage Park. Lori has remained
dedicated to enhance Heritage Park and Center to be a true community asset
providing a sense of place for our community. In addition to writing grants as
Civic president, Lori wrote and administered nine grants totaling over 1 million
dollars to construct the 1.7-million-dollar Heritage Center.

Deirdre moved to Mount Sinai in 1978 with her husband George, and raised three
children here. She joined the Civic in 1997 first as recording secretary and then
vice president of the Civic. During that time she was also actively involved in many
projects in and around Mount Sinai. She chaired the beautification committee, and
worked for almost a two-year period which culminated in planting the 355 trees
that are now along Route 25A. The current “park on the wedge” was an effort of
many in the civic. She was active in negotiations to buy the first acre of land for the
park where the Heritage Community Center currently sits and worked on initial
plans for the park, and spent many hours at the Brookhaven Town Offices for
planning board meetings, zoning board meetings, and town board meetings.
Deirdre was involved in the formation of the Mount Sinai Heritage Trust, which
was created to sponsor and administrate the park. She ensured that Mount Sinai
resident’s voices were heard and chaired a Charrette, which was attended by over
300 Mount Sinai residents, to design a plan for the 30 acres of undeveloped land
just south of Rt. 25A.
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As the Mount Sinai Civic Association celebrates the 100th anniversary of its
establishment, we are proud to honor three past presidents:

Fred Drewes, Lori Baldassare and Deirdre DuBato
They have all worked tirelessly for the betterment and enhancement of our community,
and given selflessly of their time and energy to maintain and improve the quality of
life for all residents of Mount Sinai. Their dedication and hard work have contributed
to the preservation of our harbor and open space, the development of recreational
facilities, the beautification of our business area, the establishment of the Heritage
Trust and development of Heritage Park, as well as monitoring and working with
local developers on numerous housing and business projects over the years.
Volunteers such as these are crucial to allowing us all to enjoy the beautiful community
we have come to cherish, and to keep Mount Sinai a wonderful place to live!
Fred, Lori and Deirdre – many thanks! You are an inspiration to us all.
We would also like to thank the local businesses, merchants and residents who so
generously contributed to this commemorative journal. Your support, as always, is
much appreciated! We urge all residents to support our local businesses, especially
those who have supported us by advertising here.
Lastly, many thanks to Maureen Bond for her hard work on the anniversary planning
committee and in designing the logo and drawing the lovely sketch of our gazebo
and sign and thanks to Lisa Pfeffer for creating and managing the 100th Anniversary
Facebook page!
2016 Mount Sinai Civic Association Executive Board:
Ann Becker, President
Brad Arrington,Vice President/Corresponding Secretary
Lisa Pfeffer, Recording Secretary
Jennifer Roth, Membership Secretary
Saranto Calamas, Treasurer

Cover: Logo design by Maureen Bond and Michael Endelson
Back cover: Sketch by Maureen Bond
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History of the Mount Sinai Civic Association

By Ann Becker, President
The Mount Sinai Civic Association, incorporated on October 5, 1916, was established as an outgrowth of the
Mount Sinai Taxpayers Association which was organized in 1907 for the express purposes of obtaining better
roads, improving conditions in the harbor, and adopting means to protect against fires. This ultimately led to
the establishment of the Mount Sinai Volunteer Fire Department.

Officers elected at the organizational meeting were Jacob Schratweiser, President; Philip C Scherer, 1st Vice
President; JC Sheridan, 2nd Vice President; William R. P. Van Pelt, Secretary and Lorenzo H Davis, Treasurer.
Committees were established to focus on road improvements, fire safety, improving the harbor, taxes, & by
laws. The dues were fixed at $1.00/year. This group met for the next several years and the Mount Sinai Civic
Association was incorporated on October 5th, 1916.
Over its 100 year history, the Civic has worked tirelessly on quality of life issues for the residents of Mount
Sinai and Brookhaven Town, and successfully worked to protect our coastal environment, establish community
parks and preserves, and maintain a balanced level of development, including recreational facilities, privately
owned housing, residential opportunities for our seniors and support for our schools. A completely volunteer
organization, the Civic has always depended on local residents to step forward and actively work toward
improving our community, protecting our environment, and protesting against overdevelopment.
During the 1960s and 1970s, the major civic issues included working to successfully stop the dredging of
Mount Sinai Harbor, which was accomplished in the late 1960s, followed by the planning and management
of Cedar Beach and the Harbor. The Civic Association also worked to preserve our local wetlands, and the
1965 Mount Sinai Harbor Advisory Committee recommended limiting commercial use to the existing
businesses already in operation at the north end of the harbor (Davis Island and Ralph’s Fishing Station).
The Civic was involved with the new road construction then underway by the New York State Department
of Transportation, and County Road 83 was constructed around this time. Consideration was given to
constructing a by-pass road off NYS 25A similar to the one now in Rocky Point, as well as a proposed NYS
111 which would have connected Mount Sinai to Manorville, however these were never completed. As
always, the civic monitored zoning and building issues, and managed to prevent zone changes which
would have allowed four or five parcels to be developed as rental garden apartments rather than residential
housing. The decision to construct our own high school, made in the 1990s, was debated during this early
period, but our students continued to attend high school in Port Jefferson until our high school was built.
Over its 100 year history, many notable successes include those above, as well as more recent accomplishments:
Preventing excessive harbor dredging and sand mining operations;
Monitoring and publicizing various large scale projects proposed for our hamlet, and fighting against those
which did not fit with our local zoning ordinances and quality of life;
Suing the Town of Brookhaven over the Villages of Mount Sinai development in 1996, resulting in a significant
reduction in the number of housing units built, as well as the establishment of the Willow Creek Golf and
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Country Club, which provided a $2 million tax windfall for our school district, and the proposed construction
of a continuing care nursing facility as an addition to the tax base;
Funding and installing the three “welcome” signs in our hamlet, which are maintained thanks to local landscaping companies and volunteers;
Proposing a land use symposium in 1997 which resulted in the preservation of the Chandler Estate as passive
parkland;
Coordinating the donation of and planting 355 trees along Route 25A in 1997 to enhance and beautify our
community, with a grant received from New York State with the help of Assemblyman Steve Englebright. The
grant was for $250,000 - $153,000 was used to purchase the .8 acre property on the wedge, where the Heritage
Center now stands. The balance was used to purchase the trees which now line Route 25A thanks to the efforts
of Deirdre DuBato. LIPA also presented us with a rebate check as part of their wire friendly program;
Preventing the sale of the “Wedge” to developers who planned to construct a Home Depot on the site, and
purchasing just shy of one acre on the site which gave us leverage to preserve the entire piece, with the help of
Senator Ken LaValle, who persuaded the owner to donate the balance of the property;
Working with state, county and town officials to purchase and preserve the “Wedge” as Heritage Park;
Providing support for the establishment of the non-profit Heritage Trust, which maintains and works to
enhance Heritage Park;
Sponsoring a series of “charettes” to engage the community in both planning the development and appearance
of Heritage Park, culminating in the Master Plan still in use, and allowing the voices of residents to be heard
by a developer working to design a large scale development along 25A;
In the 90’s the Civic started many of the community activities we still support and have expanded through
the Heritage Trust today. These include the community tree lighting that started at the post office and is now
held at the Wedge along with the lighting of a Hanukkah menorah, family day at Cedar Beach, the Halloween
Parade and festival (originally held at the middle school) and Breakfast with Santa, which began at George’s
Handlebar restaurant 21 years ago, and is now held at Heritage Center;
Continually monitoring proposed commercial and residential development, and interacting with Town,
County and State officials to ensure that any new projects are in keeping with our local quality of life;
Serving as a vehicle for presenting complaints and suggestions about local issues to the appropriate officials,
and providing a voice for residents for over 100 years!

“Congratulations on 100 Years”
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Serving the community for over 58
years
Happy 100th Anniversary
Mount Sinai Civic Association
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On the 100 Anniversary of
the Mount Sinai Civic Association,
we salute the honorees.

Lori Baldassare, Fred Drews,
and Deirdre DuBato
for their dedication to our community.
Congratulations to the Civic for reaching this
Centennial milestone.

Irving Borenstein
Leon, Edward, Ian and Robert Miller
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CONGRATULATIONS ON 100
YEARS OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Basser-Kaufman
Real Estate Investors & Development
Steven Kaufman

Marc Kemp
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Congratulations to the

Mount Sinai Civic Association
for 100 years of service
dedicated to the
protection and improvement
of the Mount Sinai community.

•

The Arrington Family
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Best Wishes to Mount Sinai Civic From Heritage Trust Board of Directors.
Happy 100th!
And Congratulations to the Honorees Fred Drewes, Deirdre DuBato, and Our
Board President, Lori Baldassare.
Heritage Trust is Proud to Be This Community's Non-Profit,
Stewarding Heritage Park.

Walter J. Becker • Tom Carbone
Denise Diaz • Kathy Meade
Leo K. Barnes • Stephanie Sgroi

Mt. Sinai Civic Association – Our Centennial Year
Our past and present civic members have served to
propose and promote improvements to our hamlet. 100 years
ago the use of the harbor and surrounding bluffs and
improvements to roads were of prime concern. The rural
½ page
– Fred Drewes
– copy
emailed to a modern suburb and the Civic has
community
has
changed
helped guide the hamlet’s development. I urge residents to
support the civic and volunteer to serve on its committees
and board to help maintain the quality of life in our
hamlet.
Sincerely,
Fred Drewes
Present

1837
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Congratulations to the Mount Sinai Civic Association
on Achieving 100 Years of Service to the
Mount Sinai Community

Edward P. Romaine
Brookhaven Town
Supervisor
631-451-9100

Donna Lent
Brookhaven
Town Clerk
631-451-9101

Daniel Losquadro
Superintendent of
Highways
631-451-9200

Lou Marcoccia
Brookhaven
Receiver of Taxes
631-451-9009

visit us at www.Brookhavenny.gov
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Jane Bonner
Councilwoman
District 2
631-451-6964
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Cong

Dr Scott Dubato

Dr George Dubato

Congratulations to the Mt Sinai Civic Association Wading River Veterinary

Congratulations toth the Mt Sinai Civic Association
on their 100 Anniversary. I’m proud
th Anniversary. I’m proud
on their to
100call
this HOME.

to call this HOME.

Hospital

Congratulate the Mt Sinai
Civic Assoc.
On 100 Years of dedicated
service to the residents
of the community.

Congratulations on your 100th anniversary!
“Bench Warmer’s Tavern & Grill”

100th Anniversary

On 1
serv
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Congratulations to Fred, Lori and Deirdre
for your many years of service to the
Mount Sinai Civic Association and the Mount Sinai Community!
Your tireless dedication and continued activism
make Mount Sinai a better place to live.
Sincerely,

The Becker Family
Walter, Ann, Katie, Mary Ellen, Alison and Lyndsay

As a member of this community for
over 45 years, strategizing with
businesses and individuals to keep
more of their hard-earned tax
dollars.

Saranto Calamas CPA, MBA
640 D Belle Terre Rd
Port Jefferson, NY 11777

100th Anniversary

Phone: (631)928-0002
Fax: (631)928-1492
E-mail: saranto@saranto.com
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The Mount Sinai
Garden Club
Congratulations
Lori Baldassare
Fred Drewes
Dierdre Dubato
WORKING TOGETHER TO KEEP
MOUNT SINAI BEAUTIFUL!
Walter J. Becker
President

Ed Stasiewicz
Treasurer

The Mount Sinai Fire Department
proudly congratulates the

Mount Sinai Civic Association
on its 100th Anniversary
and supports your dedicated service

“Congratulations on your
100th anniversary”
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to our community
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North Shore Youth Council

Helping Youth & Families Cope in Today’s Changing World
Individual and Family Counseling
Substance Abuse Prevention, Intervention & Education

P.O. Box 1286
Rocky Point, NY 11778
631-744-0207
www.nsyc.com

Congratulations
from the

Miller Place
Mount Sinai
Historical Society

Congratulations on your 100th Year Anniversary!
Wishing you all the best, from your friends, at the North
Brookhaven Chamber of Commerce.
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My memory of Mount Sinai is:

Jean & Lou D’Onofrio
Bill and Pat Rivers
Elisabeth Fanning
Deirdre DuBato
Patty Kennedy-Raffloer
Anthony and Patricai Liano
Peter and Rachela Pranzo
Maureen Bond
Lisa and Robert Pfeffer

Charles and Nancy Guzzetta
The Roth Family
Ann Becker

Working with the great neighbors including Eileen Trombino, Margaret Alfano and Nora Seif their vision continues today.
Having our 50th anniversary in the wonderful Heritage Park Center and the wonderful
people who make Mount Sinai home.
Living in Mount Sinai for 42 years and still loving our little town and great community.
Driving south on Peachtree Lane in the spring and looking out over the peach farm in bloom.
Working with the dedicated Civic Board members to make our community a wonderful place!
Heritage Park, Cedar Beach, Davis Peach Farm, Teaching at Mount Sinai Elementary School.
Community of strength and beauty, with a “Wedge” that doesn’t separate, but bonds its residents.
Meeting great people who volunteer to make Mount Sinai a better place to live!
Congratulations to the Mount Sinai Civic Association on your 100th anniversary. Thank you
for your dedication and services. My favorite memory is after watching the construction of
the park and the anticipation, and then, the excitement of my kids the first time they went,
and everyday after.
Many thanks, Fred, Lori and Deirdre. And thanks to you, Margaret Alfano for a
lifetime of commitment.
We will always remember fun times at Heritage Park and watching the assembly of the
carnival rides.
Making lifelong friendships and working with dedicated volunteers to maintain our wonderful
quality of life.

The Role of the Civic

By Ann Becker, President

Your Civic Association plays a vital role in the Mount Sinai community, and has since the organization was established in 1916. We are involved
in zoning issues, land preservation, traffic calming, safety issues and educating the residents about political, educational and social activities. The
point of this article is to try to explain to community members that while we have had many spectacular successes as an organization and other
board members), these victories came as a result of hard work, fortuitous funding and overwhelming community support.
According to the Constitution of the Mt. Sinai Civic Association, some objectives of our organization include acting to “promote, protect,
encourage, and advance interests, activities, and projects which will improve the area in which we live,” to “serve the community and individual
members as an informational resource in matters .. , such as ... zoning, variances, assessments, traffic, lighting, highway maintenance.” Other
activities include working with elected officials to promote these objectives as well as secure funding for various community based projects and
monitoring the actions of local political units such as the local School, fire and ambulance district.
In the course of fulfilling these and other objectives, the Executive Board receives countless inquiries and requests for help in many different
situations. Normally we are able to handle the situation or direct residents to the proper authority. Some issues, however, are not within our
power to address or resolve.
Land preservation and beautification have always been important to the Civic, and our successes such as the purchase of 355 trees for Route
25A, the acquisition of the Chandler Estate as county parkland, and the creation of North Shore Heritage Park on the Wedge came as a result of a
providential alignment of available funding, willing sellers, community resolve and political expedience. Securing funding was the first obstacle,
and grant writing can be time consuming and difficult. Residents, seeing those successes, may think that preserving land is commonplace please be assured that it is not, for the following reason. Land ownership carries with it the right to sell, transfer, or develop property within the
limits of the law and zoning regulations. Property is worth money, and owners are entitled to receive fair compensation for their assets. Property
owners are also free to sell their land for development as they see fit, within the boundaries of zoning law. As with everything, the sale of land is a
negotiation, and zoning has important ramifications for the value of property.
This is why the Civic is often at odds with landowners and developers who believe in maximizing the value of their land by increasing the
density of projects, sometimes to the detriment of the surrounding community. This is also why, while we might advocate that property be
developed in a certain way, we are not always able to select the type of business or development that we want in our community, but are subject
to the market demand for certain establishments and opportunities offered to the landowner.
For further details or background on the role of the Civic, please become more involved by joining our membership and attending our
meetings, joining Civic committees and checking our website at mountsiniacivi.org.
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631-928-1188
Ray@Manzoni.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Mount Sinai Civic Association
Celebrating 100 Years!
You play a vital role in our Mount Sinai community as a great
informational resource, helping to promote, protect,
encourage, and advance interests, activities and projects which
improve the area we live in.
CONGRATULATIONS also to our Civic Leader Honorees!
Lori Baldassare • Fred Drewes • Deirdre DuBato

We admire your Determination & Courage
and look forward to continuing our support of your efforts!

655 Route 25A, Mt. Sinai, New York 11766 • Fax: 631-928-4571
Offering WORLDWIDE Resources as we provide Experience, Service & Results LOCALLY since 1967
Raymond Manzoni - Licensed Real Estate Broker

*Reasonable Conditions Apply

100th Anniversary

sm

Mount Sinai Civic Association

100th Anniversary

