MOUNT SINAI CIVIC ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING

May 3, 2010
Board Members Present:  John Leonard, Deirdre DuBato, Ann Becker,  Ed Stasiewicz, Saranto Calamas
Members & Guests Present:  ?
Call to order & Pledge:  8:05pm

I.
Interim President’s Report:     John Leonard


Welcome 


Explanation of tonight’s agenda



Membership renewals due 6/1/10
Town update: Go Solar/Green Homes loans available – application due 6/4

Route 25A study underway – final meeting Sat 5/22 @ Rose Carracappa Center

Park Update: Ave of America - Earth Day planted 20 donated trees with continuing care; $400 donation from MSES students; farm machinery display erected; corn crib under construction; 96 flags to be displayed 7/4/10; concession stand and bathrooms ready to open; plans for amphitheatre underway with permanent staging and removable band shell, plans for ice skating rink; 10 year anniversary celebration underway; membership drive for Heritage Trust underway; summer recreation program for children in June; free movie nights in July; concerts in August; carnival in September; haunted mansion in October; wine tasting in November; holiday events in December.
Cedar Beach update: $50K in improvements to concession stand underway; bathrooms renovated – member suggested installation of security camera at the Beach and at Heritage Park



Nominations for next year’s Board: Motion to nominate slate made by Bill Noonan, seconded by Herb Schutte. Slate as follows: John Leonard, Pres; Ed Stasiewicz, VP; Deirdre DuBato, Membership; Ann Becker, Corresponding Sec’t; Joe Miltsher, Recording Sec’t
II.
Corresponding Secretary’s Report:  Ann Becker



Notice from TOB regarding “Blight to Light” initiative


Various meeting notices
III.
Treasurer’s Report (In Absentia)


Checking     -     $11,173.45


Beautification   -   $1,159.31

IV.
Recording Secretary’s Report:    
Minutes of 3/1 meeting NOT approved. a/c dispensed with regular business
V.
Membership Secretary’s Report:     Deirdre DuBato



No report a/c dispensed with regular business
V.
Presentation:
  “Village Center” development by Paul Elliot (Steve Schiavnco (?), Dave Madigan, Walter Hearney)

A.  Original plan has undergone significant changes – the project now includes a Costco big box store plus 5 additional retail buildings. PDD application did not move forward. Developer worked with community (Charrette in December 2006) but was unable to come up with a workable and affordable plan – seeks change of zone from L1 to J2.
B.  Major discussion regarding:

· Size and style of building (big box store) not in keeping with other projects

· 230,000 sq ft @ 35 ft high of retail and office vs. allowable 250,000 sq ft @ 50 ft high under J2 (375,000 sq ft of mixed use allowed under PDD) – 1/3 less?
· Traffic flow to be determined; light to be installed at entrance
· Traffic concerns on 25A a/c proximity to merge from 347
· Concerns regarding business hours / loading / truck activity
· Costco = effective anchor; should energize local businesses and shopping centers; niche market; will not compete with local stores but cater to business owners; 7000 current club members on North Shore; will employ 15-200 with good salary and benefits (92% job retention); helps school tax base (850K to school?); 1500 feet off 25A; buffers off Tammy Dr; loading from front away from residential areas; well landscaped, village atmosphere across from Costco; possible gas pumps; typical shopper visits 1x every 2-4 weeks
· Village area = drugstore, bank, office building, 4800 sq ft 1 story high restaurant; 15,000 sq ft 1 story hardware store; 2 story office and retail space; 200 ft set back ( including Town requirements) 
· Developers understand community liked village / downtown atmosphere but explained it is unworkable a/c lack of anchor store, weather concerns

· Project will reduce taxes, bring good jobs and energize local economy

· Application has been submitted to the Town of Brookhaven – site plan to be reviewed after community input

· Costco will be invited to attend June civic meeting

Developers answered the following questions:

Lights in parking lot – dark sky lights to be used

Changed development from that envisioned by the charette a/c cost/viability of project w/o anchor

Costco will not downsize

Mixed use = no apartments, only retail and office space

Will only build a Costco and 5 buildings – site plan will be fixed prior to approval by community and Town

Town can restrict size and number of buildings allowed on J2

Developers assert that this project will slow traffic on 25A a/c new light and traffic patterns TBD

Sewage capacity OK a/c town approved septic system

Gas pumps included under current plan

Members asked for clarification on:

Traffic study since it was done in 2005 for a completely different project
Tax benefit to school, Town etc

Detailed landscape plan

Delivery times for hardware store

Costco design flexibility TBD
Adjournment:  9:35pm 

Next meeting Monday, June 7, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Ann Becker, Corresponding Secretary 
