MOUNT SINAI CIVIC ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING

June 7, 2010
Board Members Present:  John Leonard, Deirdre DuBato, Ann Becker,  Saranto Calamas , Ed Stasiewicz
Members & Guests Present:  approximately 125-150 
Call to order & Pledge:  8:05pm

      I.
Interim President’s Report:     John Leonard


Welcome 


Explanation of tonight’s agenda



Heritage Park Update by Lori Baldassare

       II.
Ordinary business dispensed with a/c two scheduled presentations
      III.
Presentation: David Schwarting and ? , Heritage Center architects – present amphitheater design for park currently underway. 50x100 foot flat area, surrounded by raised berms; to include acoustics, seating and lighting improvements.
IV. Slate of officers sworn in by County Legislator Dan Losquadro: John Leonard, Pres; Ed Stasiewicz, VP; Deirdre DuBato, Membership; Ann Becker, Corresponding Sec’t; Joe Miltsher, Recording Sec’t.
V. Dan Losquadro presented Volunteer of the Year award to Fred Drewes
IV. Presentation: “Village Center” development by Paul Elliot, Steve Schiavno (?), Dave Madigan, Walter Hearney) after brief review of project’s history by Deidre DuBato.
Paul Elliot presented the following:

A.  Original plan has undergone significant changes – the project now includes a Costco big box store plus 5 additional retail buildings. Developer worked with community (Charrette in December 2006) but was unable to come up with a workable and affordable plan – seeks change of zone from L1 to J2.
B.  Major discussion regarding:

· Size and style of building (big box store) not in keeping with other projects

· 230,000 sq ft @ 35 ft high of retail and office vs. allowable 250,000 sq ft @ 50 ft high under J2 (375,000 sq ft of mixed use allowed under PDD) – 1/3 less?
· Traffic flow to be determined; light to be installed at entrance
· Traffic concerns on 25A a/c proximity to merge from 347
· Concerns regarding business hours / loading / truck activity
· Costco = effective anchor; should energize local businesses and shopping centers; niche market; will not compete with local stores but cater to business owners; 7000 current club members on North Shore; will employ 15-200 with good salary and benefits (92% job retention); helps school tax base (850K to school?); 1500 feet off 25A; buffers off Tammy Dr; loading from front away from residential areas; well landscaped, village atmosphere across from Costco; possible gas pumps; typical shopper visits 1x every 2-4 weeks
· Village area = drugstore, bank, office building, 4800 sq ft 1 story high restaurant; 15,000 sq ft 1 story hardware store; 2 story office and retail space; 200 ft set back ( including Town requirements) 
· Developers understand community liked village / downtown atmosphere but explained it is unworkable a/c lack of anchor store, weather concerns

· Project will reduce taxes (1.125 million in total; 815K to school district), bring good jobs and energize local economy

· Application has been submitted to the Town of Brookhaven as of February 2010 – site plan is being reviewed by the Town – no decision yet, long process including public hearings and comment period.
Paul Elliot introduced Costco representatives Steve Gilman and Phil Perry:

· Costco is the largest wholesale club in US with 400 stores and $80 billion in sales
· Store will employ 200-33 people with cashier salary at $42 with benefits offered to all employees working 20+ hours.

· Seek to place new stores in upscale neighborhoods

· 7000 members locally now

· 8 miles to Lake Grove store

· Hours will be 10am to 8:30 pm (9am for executive members), close at 7 on Sunday

· Deliveries from 4:30 am to 12 pm; usually 20 per day (fewer than supermarket); loading dock in front away from residential areas – efficient operation

· 142,000 sq ft (slightly smaller than usual) – set back from 25A, won’t see from road 

· Uniform store appearance; right handed orientation – some latitude with design (precedent at other locations, maybe brick?)

· Gas station for members only at front of lot – will NOT build w/o pumps

· Costco involved with community, store manager has discretion (scholarships, back pack program)

· 200 foot buffer, berm, landscape, fence (includes Town set back)

Developers answered the following questions:

Changed development from that envisioned by the charette a/c cost/viability of project w/o anchor

25A traffic issues to be worked out with DOT

Environmental study to be done when final site plans approved

Annual sales volume = $135 million
12 month construction time frame

County property directly east of location former CR111, now open space, woods

12 pump gas station

Concern about negative impact on local small businesses – reply, members living in MS already shopping at Costco in Lake Grove – won’t hurt business

Land clearing – performance bond guarantees work will be done

Trucks will not travel past residences

Traffic light will slow/calm 25A traffic

Members asked for clarification on:

How many tankers per day for gas station?

Any Fire Department issues? Developer has meeting planned

Will cars back up onto 25A from gas station?

Members comments:

Farms gone, too many home, not enough business - MS needs rateables – taxes too high

Costco project looks good

Don’t build on open land, renovate older buildings

Tax benefit minor compared to quality of life

Corridor study says no big box stores; also says need tax revenue

Vagrants living in woods now – project would benefit taxes

Costco in Lake Grove stand alone development

Adjournment:  9:35pm 

Next meeting Monday, September 13, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Ann Becker, Corresponding Secretary 
